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What is the 

National Health Care for the Homeless Council?
Who We Are

Since 1986, we have brought together thousands of health care professionals, medical respite care 
providers, and people with lived experience of homelessness. Our Organizational Members 
include Health Care for the Homeless programs, medical respite programs, and housing and social 
service organizations across the country.

What We Do
We work to improve homeless health care through technical assistance, researching and sharing best 
practices, advocating for real solutions to end homelessness, and uplifting voices of homeless 
individuals.

What You Can Do
Learn more about how you can help support our mission.

https://nhchc.org/hch-clinicians-network-2/
https://nhchc.org/medical-respite-care/
https://nhchc.org/medical-respite-care/
https://nhchc.org/national-consumer-advisory-board-2/
https://nhchc.org/national-hch-grantee-directory-2/
https://nhchc.org/get-technical-assistance/
https://nhchc.org/our-research/
https://nhchc.org/mobilizer/
https://nhchc.org/national-consumer-advisory-board-2/
https://nhchc.org/who-we-are/get-involved/


What is Health Care for the Homeless? 

Health Care for 
the Homeless 
Programs (2025)

https://nhchc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/HCH-Who-We-Are-May-2025-revised.pdf
https://nhchc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/HCH-Who-We-Are-May-2025-revised.pdf
https://nhchc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/HCH-Who-We-Are-May-2025-revised.pdf


What is Medical Respite Care? 

• Medical respite care, also known as recuperative care, is acute and post-acute medical care for people 
experiencing homelessness who are too ill or frail to recover from a physical illness or injury on the 
streets but who are not ill enough to be in a hospital.

• These programs provide a short-term, safe place to stay so people experiencing homelessness 
may have an opportunity to rest, recover, and heal in a safe environment while accessing 
medical care and supportive services.

Fact sheet: What are the defining characteristics of medical respite care?

https://nhchc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Defining-Characteristics-of-Medical-Respite-Care-handout.pdf
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Insurance & Revenue at HCH Programs

Fact Sheet: Health Insurance at HCH Programs, 2024

https://nhchc.org/resource/health-insurance-and-revenue-at-hch-programs-2024/


Progress Over Time & Likely Impact of H.R.1

• In expansion states, uninsured 

rate decreased by 60% since 

2013

• In non-expansion states, UI rate 

decreased by 23% since 2013

• Provisions of H.R.1 will likely 

reverse these trends

• Our H.R.1 letter to states with 

policy recommendations to 
reduce burden of new 
requirements on people 

experiencing homelessness
Fact Sheet: Health Insurance and Revenue at HCH Programs, 2024

https://nhchc.org/resource/letter-to-states-h-r-1-implementation-recommendations-to-ease-burden-on-people-experiencing-homelessness/
https://nhchc.org/resource/letter-to-states-h-r-1-implementation-recommendations-to-ease-burden-on-people-experiencing-homelessness/
https://nhchc.org/resource/health-insurance-and-revenue-at-hch-programs-2024/
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HMA is an independent, national research and consulting firm specializing in publicly funded healthcare and human 
services policy, programs, financing, and evaluation. We serve government, public and private providers, health systems, 
health plans, community-based organizations, institutional investors, foundations, and associations. Every client matters. 

Every client gets our best. With offices in more than 30 locations across the country and over 700 multidisciplinary 
consultants coast to coast, HMA's expertise, services, and team are always within client reach.
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